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able to pass an infallible judgment upon any plant from Clematis to Quill- 
wort. Fortunately, this day of smattering seems to be passing away, and 
>ysteniatists, even among phanerogams, are confining their attention 
more and more to certain groups. The consequence must be a more 
exhaustive study of these groups, an elaboration of all possible means 
of classification based upon minute as well as gross structures, a com¬ 
plete disentangling of synonymy, and establishing all claims of pri¬ 
ority—in short, that detailed presentation of the subject which is necessary 
if systematic botany proposes to be a progressive science. E\en now 
manuals are not the work of one man, and they will become le?> and less 
so, until the best manual will be a very composite affair in the matter of 
authorship. It is commonly supposed bv the uninitiated that ever j hot*- 
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anist who is more or less well known can unerringly determine oO-n^nil^ 

any plant that is presented to him. It would be far more comfortable for 

some botanists if the u uninitiated ’ could be made to understand that 
this is an entirely false supposition. Of course, there is a host of plants 
that, every botanist knows, but such are not the ones most trequently 
thrust at him. He is called upon to decide upon critical cases seme spe 
cies, for instance, in a difficult genus of most perplexing species, lhe 
confession might as well be made that every botanist, however we 
informed, has to “dig out all such plants from the books, and it in no 
case ready with an off hand ” opinion except in the group which he 
may just then be studying. A man may even have written a monograph, 
but presently he will have to use it in the determination of plants i e 
any one else. There has been an astonishing amount of iaiders o 

naming done by botanists whose names carry weight, an ^ ^ 
blundered for the simple reason that they were not familiar with the su 
icet. Specializing avoids all this, and critical points should alwa)- 
submitted to some botanist who is paving special attention to tin group. 
A botanist’should no sooner think of sending a Composite to a 
chiefly familiar with Carex than a zoologist now thinks of sending ft ©ft 
urchin to a specialist in Crustacea. 


OPEN LETTERS. 


Is the strawberry poisonous ? 

fn>* re * eren ce to Prof. Prentiss open letter 1 under the 

j 118 v olmne, p. 19), the cases recorded are evidently pure n ec U liarbv 
not in the least to the peculiarity of the fruit, but t0 * e 0 iJ- 

the sufferer. The precise nature of these idiosyncra inter 

rc, but they are certainlv r not due to mental lntluenc , _ 


I he precise nature or tnese *- the inter 

^ but they are certainly not due to mental mlluences, and ffie int^ 

, ^ rc umstance that in the first case the ra^h a y 0 f 

- mid the ears is evidence that irritation was caused to a tw j g 

umogastric nerve, which is connected with the s" ) 
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oorted iffm« ' 8S,,e Vi l ^ e e : u ' 1 A similar <\*'P has been re 

ferer himself nf o '. au ^ or,t .y» and is corroborated fully by the suf- 

oatmeal hut in th™ S • lf ' m £ 1 n v oriably developed in a, boy after eating 
svwntoms A 11 was una ccompanied by any alarming 

Tne /voioV (Februarv 28SRifi e r n w^ aSe of idiosyncrasy is recorded in 
badoes evnnrionn^a ,i '* • P' m which a negro woman in Bar- 
of cocaine le mos * : alarming symptoms after an ordinary dose 

West Cliff, Colorado. ThE0 - D> A> CoCKRELL - 


Botanical expedition to S. America. 

to South Americ i^vhi'/of made ’ n re g ard to the botanical expedition 

word i„ (hi, public waj-'about the mTu^r”*’ 1 , * eI liberty “ “ S ' 

cen<l the Paragu^ and Par^nr 0 ^ 8 Ayres ; in the Argentine Republic, as 
water and land L, ir « ar ‘' H nversas far as possible, and to collect the 

boundary of Bolivia -md" 1 f 8urr ° un ^’ n g region along the southern 

Atten 1» u and southwestern boundary of Brazil 

system which emnties'^*th t0 e fP*? re ^. e tribiitaries of the great water 
Subsequently the \rv ,,t' rou ^ 1 ^b e Rio de la Plata into the Atlantic. 

* ndes! and X vUit made"to ok? “ pU - b ic wiU be westerly to the 

flora of the desert of Atacama* U 1 altem r >ls to c °Heet the little known 

it is hoped that a lar^and*? bab Vi ^ be ni °d'fied by circumstances, hut 
the regions visited nnvho rare f! ollection ot the South American flora of 

baria of our country ‘ made and bought home to enrich the her- 

sired, letters may be'aihtrV ‘ 18 , to ,be 'b^posal of ihe sets collected is de¬ 
ar to Dr. N. l. Britton fT! 1 t0 , the wnler u f> t- the 1st of June next, 
AHhlaml, Mas* ’ Co,umhlrt Col| ege, New York. 

Thomas Moboko. 











